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(Abstract)

The paper demonstrates the tendency of the replacement of the archaic in-
finitive with constructions with particle da and present tense of the verbs in the his-
tory of the Bulgarian language as reflected in the language of Istoria slavianobol-
garskaia by Paisii of Hilandar. The frequency of the infinitive and da-construction
is examined in the cases when the v.regens is a modal verb, a phasal verb, or v.mo-
vendi. The author argues that the process of replacement of the infinitive with da-
construction depended on the syntactical function/position of the infinitive: it
disappeared earlier when it served as object or had adverbial function whereas it
was retained for a long time when it was part of the predicate in the sentence. Paisii
used the infinitive mostly with v.regens derived from the root mog-, or with pocheti
and hoteti. Albeit the infinitive is relatively frequent in his text, it does not have
priority in the respect of function. This conclusion shows once again that the sta-
tistical data without grammatical analysis cannot give right idea of the basis of
Paisii’s language. The analysis of the use of the infinitive confirms that the lan-
guage of Paisii is modern Bulgarian.
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