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Issue 3/2025 of Balgarski ezik presents contributions in the field of Bulgarian 

dialectology, with particular attention to the interaction between the standard lan-
guage and dialectal varieties.  

The issue is dedicated to the 90th anniversary of the birth of Prof. Dr Ivan 
Kochev, an eminent dialectologist and respected university teacher whose schol-
arly legacy, comprising more than 250 publications, has left a lasting imprint on 
this scientific field. 

Ana Kocheva’s article, The Bulgarian Dialectal Culinary Dictionary as a Mi-
cro-Model of the Bulgarian Dialect Dictionary, presents the conceptual frame-
work of this significant lexicographic work, which is innovative both in terms of 
the approach adopted and its scholarly and practical relevance. The Dictionary 
encompasses the lexical wealth of dialects across the entire Bulgarian linguistic 
territory as well as that of two historical diasporas. The study highlights the con-
nection between this rich, yet archaic, layer of folk vocabulary and Bulgarian 
culinary culture, underscoring its role as a component of national identity. 

Kiril Kirilov focuses his efforts On the Derivation of Bulgarian Dialect Verbs 
for Cooking. The article aims to present the relevant models of perfectivisation 
and secondary imperfectivisation based on material drawn from the forthcoming 
Bulgarian Dialectal Culinary Dictionary. The analysis employs both the tradi-
tional understanding of aspect and aspect formation, as well as more recent de-
velopments in contemporary Slavic research. The study elucidates the causes and 
mechanisms of prefix grammaticalisation. 

Katerina Usheva presents the results of her study on Personal and Demon-
strative Pronouns in the Dialect of Pripetsite (Razlog Dialect – Northern Sub-
type). She concludes that regarding personal pronouns, this dialect exhibits fea-
tures of both East Bulgarian and West Bulgarian dialects. The demonstrative pro-
nouns retain an archaic three-part West Bulgarian model with pronominal ele-
ments -т, -в, -н, while also showing a tendency toward simplification into a two-
part model, as found in most Bulgarian dialects and in standard Bulgarian. 
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Georgi Mitrinov examines The Name Прас Used for ‘Ram’ and ‘He-Goat’ in 
the Rhodope Dialects. The article demonstrates the specific patterns of usage of 
the term within the studied dialectal area and provides comparative data for its 
distribution from other South Slavic and East Slavic dialects. 

The issue also includes the second part of Svetlana Georgieva’s study on the 
Kamchik dialect, titled Towards a Typology of a Newly-Formed Bulgarian Settler 
Dialect of Mixed Type: Phonetic, Morphological, and Lexical Features. The ar-
ticle addresses the reflexes of Old Bulgarian ѣ /*ě/ and the functioning of the 
phonemes /х/ and /в/. The analysis of the pronominal system demonstrates a di-
versity of phonetic and morphological variants characteristic of the Bulgarian di-
alectal types that contributed to the formation of this microsystem. The study 
shows that the lexicon of the Kamchik dialect shares a lot of features with the 
dialects of the Maritsa and Sakar regions in the metropole. 

In his article On the Characteristics of the Vowel [ъ] in Bulgarian Grammars 
and Textbooks from the First Half of the 20th Century, Vladislav Marinov anal-
yses the works of linguists such as M. Ivanov, A. Teodorov-Balan, St. Mladenov, 
and L. Andreychin, with particular attention to the challenges encountered in 
adapting various versions of the alphabet to the phonetic system of Bulgarian at 
the turn of the 20th century. The article traces the efforts of Bulgarian scholars 
across generations to systematise the vowel system, taking into account the influ-
ence of Neogrammarian ideas and subsequent European linguistic trends. The 
findings indicate that, despite some inconsistencies, this period laid the founda-
tions of the modern differentiation of the articulatory features of [ъ] ([ə]). 

Maria Mitskova examines the Interaction between Dialect and Literary Lan-
guage in the Sermon for Cheesefare Sunday by Priest Stefan Chernookov from 
Voden, Published in the Exarchate Newspaper Novini / Vesti (1890–1912). She 
shows that the language policy adopted by the newspaper was rooted in the ideal 
of uniting the Bulgarian people across all territories that remained under Ottoman 
rule and elevating the national spirit. 

Beyond the main research topic but also aligned with the overarching theme 
of the relationship between language and traditional spiritual culture, the issue 
includes Yoanna Kirilova’s article, Ethnolinguistics: Schools and Directions. The 
study focuses on the emergence and development of ethnolinguistics as a scien-
tific discipline, outlining its main postulates and tracing the development of sev-
eral schools and directions within Slavic ethnolinguistics. The article also high-
lights the distinction between ethnolinguistics and linguoculturology and draws 
comparisons with Anglo-American research in this field, particularly North 
American linguistic anthropology. 
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